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“Jon has a superb legal mind, an incisive way of getting to the heart
of a problem, and is wholly unflappable. He has star quality.” The
Legal 500 2023

“…the moment he opens his mouth, people listen…” Chambers and
Partners 2021
Jon's planning, environmental and property practice complements broader public and administrative law
interests and his varied civil liability work. Jon appears regularly in all types of court and tribunal alongside
undertaking pleading and advisory work for a wide variety of domestic and international clients, including
developers, consultants, local authorities, and the Government Legal Department. He is a Member of the
Attorney General’s B Panel of Counsel and sits as a Chair on the Football Association's General Appeal
Panel and the Lawn Tennis Association’s Disciplinary Panel.

Before coming to the Bar, Jon taught Property and International Environmental Law at Cambridge
University whilst completing a PhD in International Environmental Law at Queens' College.
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“A great fighter and takes every point, you would always want him on your side.” Legal 500 2023
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Jon is ranked as a leading junior for environmental law (Chambers and Partners and The Legal 500). 

Frequently instructed as both sole and junior counsel, Jon advises a range of clients across all aspects of
environmental law, including those arising directly through the planning process (including environmental
impact assessment and habitats assessments), and those arising from regulatory and commercial
aspects. He acts in associated judicial reviews, planning and other appeals, nuisance and other common
law claims.
 
Jon provides advocacy, drafts pleadings, and advises on liability, quantum and settlement in high-value and
complex disputes across a range of subject matters, including nuisance (public and private), flooding,
property damage (including subsidence) and environmental torts (including those relating to waste).

Jon’s wider public law practice provides him with a particular expertise in statutory challenges and
applications for judicial review, in relation to which he has acted for claimants, defendants and interested
parties.

Recent inquiries and cases of note:
 

"‘Jonathan is an exceptionally bright barrister with sound judgement.” Legal 500 2024 (Environment)

"‘Jonathan is brilliant in his delivery and examination in inquiry, whilst maintaining a very approachable and
down-to-earth manner with his instructing legal officer and clients. His ability to put himself into the local
authority’s shoes and see a way forward is second-to-none.” Legal 500 2024 (Planning)

“An excellent junior barrister: clever, confident and with sound judgement.” Legal 500 2024 (Local
Government)

“Jonathan is outstanding; he is just fantastic.” Chambers and Partners 2023

“He showed excellent knowledge on some very esoteric points of CPO law.  He was very willing to deal with
ad hoc queries at short notice and is very client-friendly.” Chambers and Partners 2023

“Jon has a superb legal mind, an incisive way of getting to the heart of a problem, and is wholly
unflappable. He has star quality. He is a go-to choice when a specialist planning junior is needed, and he
has worked on a number of high value, tricky cases.” Legal 500 2023 (Planning)

“Jonathan is extremely knowledgeable, thorough, determined and passionate, and these all come across
quite clearly in his advocacy.” Legal 500 2023 (Local Government)

“A great fighter and takes every point, you would always want him on your side.” Legal 500 2023
(Environment)

Eccles Wastewater Treatment Works - Seven-week CPO inquiry in relation to discharge rights,
acting on behalf of United Utilities (as junior to James Strachan QC).

G Forge Ltd – Judicial Review claim in relation to Stanford West Lorry Park - Instructed on
behalf of an interested party in a judicial review brought on environmental impact assessment (EIA)
grounds as a result of which the Secretary of State for Transport and Highways England pulled plans
to build a lorry parking area for around 3,600 lorries at Stanford West in Kent.

London Gateway Port - Advising and acting on behalf of London Gateway Port (as junior to
Stephen Tromans QC) in relation to nuisance claims brought by shellfish fishermen.

Strongroom Studios - Ongoing representation of Strongroom Studios, advising in relation to the
interaction between the nuisance, environmental and planning regimes, including as it arises in
relation to adjacent development proposals.

Recommendations



"He is really hard-working and dedicated and has excellent written skills." Chambers and Partners 2022

“He's very commercial, pragmatic and very easy to work with." Chambers and Partners 2022

“One of the best junior barristers at the planning Bar. He has a superb legal mind and very sound practical
judgement.” The Legal 500 2022

“He’s got extremely good judgement and an incredible ability to handle detail, and the moment he opens his
mouth, people listen.” Chambers and Partners 2021

“He’s extremely responsive, very sharp and on the ball. He combines good technical advice with a high
degree of commerciality.” Chambers and Partners 2021

“Very good with clients and has a calm authority that puts clients at their ease. Good on technical issues
where multiple parts of different law intersect.” The Legal 500 2021

“He has the ability to get to the root of the matter and simplify it with clarity. He is calm, measured and
expert in his delivery.” “He understands the stresses that clients are under and doesn’t patronise them.”
Chambers and Partners 2020
 

Education

Scholarships and Prizes

Pro Bono

Jon is committed to pro bono work with a particular focus on projects and organisations in the planning
and environmental fields. Jon has also volunteered extensively for a range of organisations in a legal advice

Memberships

Middle Temple

United Kingdom Environmental Law Association

Planning and Environmental Bar Association

Compulsory Purchase Association 

Personal Injury Bar Association

Human Rights Lawyers Association

Qualifications

2010-2011: BPTC, Very Competent, City Law School 

2007-2011: PhD, International Environmental Law, Queens’ College, Cambridge University 

2006-2007: MPhil, Land Economy (Environmental Policy), Queens’ College, Cambridge University 

2003-2006: MA, Law, Queens’ College, Cambridge University

2010-2011: Middle Temple Astbury Scholar

2002-2008: Scaldwell Charity Educational Grant

1998-2002: Foundation of Thomas Roe Educational Grant 
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and referral capacity, including the Environmental Law Foundation and the Legal Response Initiative.

Publications

BARRISTERS   •   ARBITRATORS   •   MEDIATORS

clerks@39essex.com   •   DX: 298 London/Chancery Lane   •   39essex.com

“Planning Law: Practice and Precedents” co-editor, Sweet and Maxwell,

“Shackleton on the Law and Practice of Meetings”, contributor to the Thirteenth Edition, Sweet and
Maxwell

Appointments

2022 – present: Attorney General’s B Panel of Counsel

2016 – 2022: Attorney General’s C Panel of Counsel

2023 – present: Member of the Lawn Tennis Association’s Disciplinary Panel

2021 – present: Member of the Football Association’s General Appeal Panel
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